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Foreigners’ right to work in peril 


figures for the most recent fiscal 
year, which ended in Septem- 
ber, are not yet available. 

The impact on the Bay Area 
could be outsized. Silicon Valley 
heavily relies on H-1B visa hold- 
ers to staff technical positions; 
Facebook has so many it is 
deemed “dependent” on the visa 
by the government. Many 
brought spouses with them on 
H-4 visas. In recent years, those 


Plan would deny spouses of H-1B holders labor permits 


By Trisha Thadani for certain H-4 visa holders in 
2015, these foreigners — often 
women — were not allowed to 
hold a job here or be issued a 
Social Security number. 

From October 2015 to Sep- 
tember 2016, 41,526 people re- 
ceived authorization to work 


under the program. Complete 


sources who have spoken to The 
Chronicle about the move. 
About 130,000 spouses and 
children of H-1B visa holders 
came to the U.S. on H-4 visas 
last year, anumber that has 
been steadily increasing since 
2012. Before President Barack 
Obama created a work permit 


The Trump administration 
plans to stop granting work 
permits to spouses of H-1B 
holders, overturning a 2015 rule 
and affecting thousands of 
foreigners currently in the 
United States, according to 


spouses have been able to seek 
work — a key economic support 
inaregion where it’s difficult 
for families to get by on one 
salary. 

Losing the H-4 work authori- 
zation may have a domino ef- 
fect, as couples may be less 
inclined to stay in the USS. if 
both cannot work, said Emily 
Neumann, an immigration 

Visas continues on A9 
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Photos by Mas The Chronicle 
Above: Jarae Rutledge, LeAna Powell’s oldest son, helps younger brother Mason Wade down the slide as Powell’s husband, 
Maynard Wade, hands off LeAni Wade to Powell at Siempre Verde Park in Oakland. Below: Powell holds Mason at the park. 


Baby steps to college 


Savings accounts provide hope 
for low-income Oakland youths 


By Jill Tucker 


LeAna Powell considered buying life insurance for 
her first-born son because she had seen too many black 
males killed in Oakland and didn’t want to be among the 
countless mothers she knew who struggled to pay for a 
funeral. 

It never occurred to her to plan for his college educa- 
tion, his future — a reflection of how opportunity can 
feel confined for many low-income families in Oakland, 
Powell said. 

“We have to navigate loose pit bulls in the hood and 
sidewalk memorials where someone was killed,” she 
said. “This is my reality.” 

City leaders want to shift that mind-set, offering the 
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Big-farm 
takeover 
feared 
for pot 
industry 


New state rules 
set no limits on 
erower acreage 


By Peter Fimrite 


Long-held fears of a corpo- 
rate takeover of cannabis agri- 
culture bubbled to the surface 
Friday, a day after the state 
released detailed regulations 
for what has historically been 
a loosey-goosey trade populat- 
ed by small backwoods farm- 
ers. 

The rules for the growth, 
distribution and sale of mari- 
juana in California, written by 
three licensing agencies — the 
Department of Health, Depart- 
ment of Food and Agriculture 
and the Bureau of Cannabis 
Control — do not limit the 
number of licenses a grower 
could get or the total acreage 
one could farm. 

Small growers were count- 
ing on the state to set limits, 
which they reckoned would 
give them a chance to get a 
foothold before the big opera- 
tors moved in. They had hoped 
for a cap of 5 acres per farmer 
for the first five years. 

“Frankly, this could be a 
catastrophe,” said Hezekiah 
Allen, executive director of the 
California Growers Associa- 
tion, an advocacy group for 
more than 1,000 medical mari- 
juana farmers, business own- 
ers and patients. “It creates a 
clear cut-and-dried advantage 
based on how much money a 
business has.” 

The complicated guidelines 
issued this week actually do 
limit the size of a marijuana 

Cannabis continues on A8 


Free to speak out, Warriors do ne 


By Connor Letourneau Sunny, some 


» Iraq: State forces backed by the U.S.-led 
coalition retake the last town that was held by 
Islamic State militants. A4 

» Mob boss dies: Mafia’s Salvatore Riina had 
been serving 26 life sentences in Italy. A5 


areas of 
CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — early fog. 
Seven hours before the War- Highs: 
riors’ nationally televised 58-67. 
TICS showdown Thursday against Lows: 
the Boston Celtics, Draymond 32-49. D4 


Green leaned forward in his 
chair in a Harvard University 
conference room and wiped a 
bead of sweat from his brow. 

“Tm nervous, just so you all 
know,” Green told a standing- 
room-only crowd of more than 
150 students and faculty mem- 
bers. 

Green was there, on the fifth 
floor of Harvard’s Institute of 
Politics, to address 
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seeks to secure 


Barry Chin / Boston Globe 


Draymond Green of the Warriors speaks Thursday at Harvard 
University on athletes’ roles as leaders in public discourse. 


120th time. B1 


» Big Game: Stan- 
ford can keep its 
Pac-12 championship 
hopes alive, while Cal 


automatic bowl bid 
when the schools 
square off for the 


» Art: Exuberant, 
irreverent, radiant 
works pop off their 
canvas supports 
throughout the 
ever-lively Robert 
Rauschenberg 
exhibition at the 
S.F. Museum of 
Modern Art. E1 
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FINAL WATERFRONT 
HOMES NOW AVAILABLE. 
MOVE-IN READY. 
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